Born to the most noble of Echidna houses, 
the latest to continue the family heritage 
TWE @ and responsibility as 
BOOK NTY-ONE GUARDIAN OF THE FLOATING ISLAND, 
defender of all the forces of evil from the world 


E The beyond as well as those who would 
threaten within, he is none other than... 
orbidden KNUCKLES THE ECHIDNA! 
Zone 
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SPAZ 
Victor Gorelick A. the blizzard-like snows turn into 
Managing Editor torrential rainfall on The Floating Island, 


fate has conspired to set various individuals 
ee on a collision course with destiny, linking 
up Locke with his former wife Lara-Le, 
Knuckles with his ancestors gathered in 
Haven, and Commander Geoffrey St. 
John with Elias, who claims to be the son 


of King Acorn. 
It is on the way to Haven that we find King 


Acorn’s elite squad coping as best they 
can... 
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« THE 
ONCE MY SENSORS 
sgoruenuoon |N/" Once My seneoce 


YOU GET THAT 
EXPRESSION 2 , 


OUR COLLEAGUE, 
VALDEZ, Uses It 
ALL THE TIME! 


WHAT'S OUR 
ya ag 


MY SENSORS REGISTER 
THE FLOWING WATERS WILL 
ENP WITHIN ONE HUNDRED J 
». AND SIX METERS ! 


BEYOND THAT, IT REGISTER N 
NOTHING BUT GAS, PRIMARILY OF A 
ee ee a” 


—| 
--HOW YOU ARE 

ABLE TOWIELD SUCH 

AWESOME FOWER-— 





137 





Aeitside i ie Beee es 
: } U IS COME rR 
KNUCKLES /SWW’7 READY OuR i . US 10 RE-EVALLIATE 
FOR HAVEN ! HE'S 700 SYSTEM HAS =S OUR PRIORITIES | 
UNPISCIPLINED ! WORKED FOR ~ 


OVER FOWR 
CENTURIES! 
DISASTER! ALL TE DEOADES 
LBA peat bu A OF PLANNING AND PREPARATION 
WIPED OLIT IN AN INSTANT 
ALL ALON¢e ONCE TH, 


[AT ROPENT OPENS 
HISMOLUTH I 
Ss 
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DON'T BE TOO 
HARD ON HIM, 
SON-- 






--HE WAS 
ONLY LOING 







WHAT 
I BELIEVE AS aaa 
. You? ss You 
SEEM VAGUELY 
FAMILIAR! 


COMING, 
Y’KNOW! 





RE ae RD 
VT , ALTHO 
ORANDEATHER _ MANY GENERATIONS REMOVED! J ZHLINCERHAWE-- 


__ Yff --NEXT To HIM 1S 
D_ SOTOLIRNER-- 


-- FOLLOWED BY 
GPECTRE-- ZB 


STILL ary A A 


PLEASED TOMEET 
YOU, GRANDSON | 


THERE'LL BEPLENTY 
OF TIME TO TALK LA7ER! 
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THIS WAY, PLEASE, | 
KNUC! : 


KLES! 


Q 


eS 


! 
SJ 
VT 
CEE ON Foor ng 
BEC! 
16 sate 
Wy 
et RA 
Ow taaS 1 BS G 
ENS = 
Wy rN 
E'S BEEN THAT WAY EVER SINCE \ 
ECHIDNAQPOLIS WAS RESTORED To, 


A CY SSS 
\> GRANDFATHER Sf \ A \A Hi 
HAWKING I. Sf Z\ L 
AND HE'S GOT. 
X ALL THESE 7U/BES y 
AND WIRES CONNECTED 
TOHIM | J 





— NX | 










-—— 


THE ALOATING ISLAND | 
YOU THINK HELL) RY 


DO 
GET ANY BETTER 2? 
e P EoD woes 
STORY! --E7/7OR. = ER 
\— or 
al 


Ii » 


@ 








S B 


— 


4.) 
rw Nig, 


Fern 


p=s 
Ly 
= 


x 


£z 





— (CZ2 


EWS A = 


i / % stl 
a r or “ THAT REMAINS TO BE SEEN!” 
Y ~ I DON'T -- BUT SoS 
“ T WHO TH - 
Ly SME Pas ACT! You? 
Sk &>, < 1S 
‘ HIS NAME IS Nw-- AND HE'SN_ 
LOCKE, ONE OF THE / 
\. COMMANDER--, BROTHER- 
od HOOP I WAS 
A / Vid TELLING YOU 
im ABouT ! 


y 


SO? 


) eee S| \\ 
is FINS 


we 
§ 3 
y, \ r 
f T'tl TAKE - 
IT FROM HERE,) / p Z 
\ ELIAS ! y y MATE ! 
3 CERTAIN YOW RE HERE 
~(cresesonne iis) aad |Il( ete es ees 
UESTIONS ! {\ HERE OVER SOME 


ER 
FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, 
AREN’T YOU 4 


*” FIRST, GIVE ME A MOMENT TO | io © /__ HOW COME YOU WEREN'T 

6ET THE ALITO-PILOT FOR | | ' \ THIS COMMLINICATIVE WHEN } 
HAVEN, AND THEN WE'LL FILL IN }| f . WE WERE MARRIED 2 

THE DETAILS, COMMANDER ! Wrenn nn nn ee 

. { SAVE ITFOR, F/\( 7 
Yo LATER, LARA ! a 
/ I WASN'T THERE ~ 
2 ( WHEN IT HAPPENED, 

W/o/? COMMANDE - 


ue / Y iY 
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“~BUT FROM THE KECOROS 

WE HAVE ON HAN? OF THE 

V INCIDENT, QUEEN ALICIA 3 
q CRAFT CRASH-LANDEP ONTO 
|| THE IAANP AFTER BEING 
\ (REP LIFO! 





Yi 
a ca 


o ? Nia) 


ge A, 


WE'D BETTER GE 
THE MEO-LABS FOR 
PR, EXAMINATION ! 


HAVE SOME 
COMPANY ! 







ho, “YE, 
\e 
= 2 


Io 
<2 






“ AS THE DESIGNATED TEAM AND WE ASK YOU RESPECT OURWEWTRALITY IN 
4EADER OF THAT MISSION, REGAR?S TO YOUR WAR WITH THE HOUSE OF ACORN ! 
CPACERLIN CHIROE OF BESIDES 
THE OVERLANVERS... THERE'S OTHE 
= ; 
Y WE DEMAND 
THE RIGHT TO 
4; INSPECT THAT 
O CRAFT! 
ey, V 


















QUEEN ALICIA TO HAVEN- 






—_ 
« .- AS GRANDFATHER ff SPECTRE, YOU AN? 
SPECTRE VISCOVERED-- SOJOURNER WILL TAKE THE BABY AND 





(EEN 





SABRE KNEW THE OVERLANDERS WOULD BE, 
WATCHING TO SEE IF WE WOULP os 
TAKE SIDES IN THE WAR-- 






/ “ THE WRECKAGE WAS LISPOSEP OF; 
AND THE BOPIES WERE BL/R/ED,,. aie) 
\ «... AND PRAYERS WERE SAID TO GUIDE 


THEM TO A NEW LIFE IN THE 
AEREAFTER ANP BEYOND -- 


I SX 
Su 
a 











WE'LL HAVE TO KEEP HER IN 
\N_ THIS S7ASIS THBE-- 
SS 


--LUNTIL WE'RE READY 
TO TRANSFER HER TO 
THE AYBER-CHAMBER FOR 
THE LONG TERM ! 





















THE QUEEN WAS 
BARELY REGISTERING ANY 
BRAIN ACTIVITY-- 
--5O WE LAIP OUT A 
PLAN TOPRESERVE HER 
LNTIL AMETHOP COULD BE 
FOUND TO REGENERATE HER 
NEURAL NETWORK! 


AT THE 
SAME TIME, WE HAP 
TO DEAL WITH THE 
RESCUE 
MISSIONS KING 
ACORN SENT. 


\/ THAT KINO OF 
HEADACHE T. 


Re DON’T NEED! 


F 
DISCOVER WE WITHHELD THE FACTS 
FROM THEM, THAT WILL FORCE THEIR 
HANP INTO TAKING ACT/ON-- 


TOA 
HAVE NO INTEREST, 
IN WHATSOEVER ! 


Move eles. ! ELIAS TURNED 
5 SS || our 


BE QUITEA 
PRODIGY | 


VE 
THROUGHOUT 
THE 
(SLANP! 








THAT WAS AN LOOKS LIKE WE oN BROTHER TOBOR 


OVERSIGHT ON HAVE A SURVIVOR HAD NOT TAKEN INTO 
THE FART OF FLUNG FROM THE CRAFT ACCOUNT THE POSSIBILITY 
ONE OF THE = /\ BURING THE CRASH OF SOMEONE BEING THROWN 
BROTHERHOOU'S, LA pio SAFETY WHEN THE CRAFT 
WA | Y xs WAS BREAKING UP ! 


fo) 


THE OVER: q ~ 
LANDERS’ REACTIONN / LUCKILY THE 


UPON DISCOVERING COLONEL WAS FOUND By 
HIM SHOULD BE QUITE KING ACORN'S RESCUE 
(INTERESTING | ( TEAM FIRST. y | 


HOWEVER HE DIP NOT RETURN -\a_ 
WITH THE KING, EXILING HIMSELF TO 


ROY. ImMPY EVER SINCE, 
THE ROYAL COMPOUND? R NOW, IF-YOLPLL 


TD LIKE TOOUESTION SAINI ME 
”P LIKI OQUESTI 
THIS 7OBOR A BIT FURTHER, POCKING | 

IF HE'S STILL AROUND ! 









¢ 
#3. 





YOU 
WALL OF 
FLAME ! 
HOWISIT. 
POSSIBLE 4 EVERYONE 
RELAX-- 
= ~ 
¢é 





( 

















J By 
ON Sag 5 aun 
Panty eS aus 
sax Y \ Be <a 
QC ‘| AS ‘Ln By 
ERS AUS : “ag * : 
> 2 44 y \ y 
£8 Z : Sp; 4) 
Nat =" a f Yr \ e 
S\ Fs w \ 4 Y 4, aN 
3 $\¥ S f/ Ue) Y x 
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N ya » | OS < # 
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ITA 
? 


— 
‘S, 
_ 2 
I varies ano 
6ENTLEMEN-- 
\ Tike THIS T. FE ch 
~ 
cS 
—_ 


* 
; 


TDIDN’'T 
COME ALL THIS WAY 
FOR NOTHING! 


ZLAS | TAKE THE : aS: 


am 
eal Ny amar cu0> 
CARE.) IN@HIRES call 
— About You? J Ss 
XQ 7 

\ » 

\ 

| 

| | 





« TELL KNUCKLES 
I'M SORRY!” 


Er 


THE 
BROTHERHOOP |S 
DIRECTLY DESCENDED 
FROM THE AO 


WISE 
PF ELCUNING ! 





‘ ‘/. aN 
iN 


EACH GENERATION SINCE EDMUNDS % 
SON, STEPPENWOLE HAS GROOMED 
A UETEETING THEIRKINE 
I WOULDN'T 
FROM HARM ! KNOW, HERSH-- 
























a 







AROUND THIS PLACE!” 


“BUT I'P WAGER YOu WZ 
COULD EASILY GET Gi ‘s Mp 
LOST. TRYING TO Y, 7 : 
ZiND YouRwaY_ W fi 
Li, 
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TLL 
PL 


R TO THE 
YOH II! 
D 


SURRENCE! 
27 
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Q 
eV SBR y © ie 
ye a oi 
3 Eun. Sw SV vey p 
S Fea 2 cep Aes 
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QF8 [| aoa 
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EDGY DOESN'T THE DARK &( 90 YOU MEAN T0 SAY 

ey Laggrdidl TOBOR WAS TURNED 
EXPRESS THE Jo TRAITOR? 

FEELING! & : 


WW 
ie 
a S “i | 3 
g 
SS 
(/ 
ye 
WJ 7 HOW POD PHONY 7 
a 
| LINDE ie 
THE BARRIER, 
PALS SPECTRE ! HUME 
ae, 
— 7 BAY CHECKING 
OF THIS ! / 7 QS HAWKING | 
: S 


f 


- cA 
g - 
IERE'S 
RUAW/ 
RNERZ 








k 
7) . Z 
a ALL I CAN SAY, 
: ° all eam) | 
) eo FAMILY NOW ! 
4 i we 
\SCUSE ME 
1€ I PON'T GET 
TOO CHOKED 
“we! 
y 





« ITS AN EXPRESSION FROM ONE 
OF THE CARLY ECHIDNA F YY Must YOU 
DIALECTS. HE PROM | ALWAYS SOUND .SO 
| ALL MAKE FRIENDS WITH, q7#LI / GOVE ECC ENE ING, 


VO YOU WANT ve DO,LARA? 


“WHAT 

EXPLAIN THE B/RDBS AND THE 
HE NEEPS A BEES 7 TALREADY HAVE!” 
FATHER, LOCKE-- " 


JUST BEING 
MOTHER! 
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Re . 
: 2xA 7 
| PN 
Q 
Dt 


2 =| 


SS i 

NG ae 
ae N . 
A 





HI 
Al 


v n 
~ 
“y =|= 
| STR, 
THIS 1S WHAT ~~ ~ 
YOU CAME FOR, IN HERE BIL IP THE 
COMMANDER! 4 ARE ALL THE , EVEN THE 
ANSWERS. (=RHOOB COULD NOT : 
IGNITE THE SPARK OF LIFE 2 
> : THAT RESIDES IN MY MOTHER, yf 
> SO THEY USE! — 
Be P y 
la \) { | (al 7 ° 
4 J) | 
} ) | 
) 
) | > j Q } 7 
q ZA 


H 


z' EN ORDERED 
TO TAKE THE QUEEN BACK 
TO MOBOTROPOLIS~~ 
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